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think it would do 
us all good to re- 
mind ourselves of 
the goals and aims 
9 9 9 ^^ °f having a gospel 
meeting and the 
things that each one of us can do 
to help make this gospel meeting 
a success. 

Save The Lost 

The only means in which God 
has of reaching the hearts of men 
is through the preaching of the 
gospel. The gospel is preached in 
gospel meetings for the purpose 
of creating, building, and 
strengthening the faith. None can 
be saved without believing in Je- 
sus Christ (Jn. 8:24; Mk. 16:15- 
16). The gospel is preached in an 
effort to save the lost. Even 
though fewer and fewer non- 
Christian visitors are attending 
gospel meetings than in times 
past, still there are some non 
Christians that attend the gospel 
meeting. There are teenagers, 
mates of Christians, and friends 
of Christians that attend the gos- 
pel meeting and therefore every 
effort must be made to reach 
these individuals so they can 
learn the truth of God's Word 
before it is everlastingly too late. 

Keep What We've Got 

Gospel meetings are good to 
have in order to strengthen all 
Christians. We want to hold on 
to all the individuals that have 
already become Christians. 
There's no better way to do this 
than to continue to teach our 



number the Word of God. When 
Paul departed from the elders of 
the church at Ephesus, he said: "So 
now, brethren, I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace, which is 
able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified" (Acts 20:32). Families 
have had their marriage strength- 
ened and received words of encour- 
agement and hope through gospel 
meetings. Every Christian can al- 
ways use more strengthening in 
their daily life! 

Making The Gospel Meeting 
A Success 

Every Gospel Meeting can be a 
success if we want it to be. The first 
thing we can do and should have 
been doing for the past month or so 
is to pray about the meeting. Pray 
that each of us will not be slack in 
inviting our friends and neighbors. 
Pray that many souls will be able 
to attend so the gospel can be 
heard and that their hearts will be 
pricked so as to respond favorably 
to the Word of God. 

Singing is a vital part of the 
meeting. Often times the singing 
can make or break a gospel meet- 
ing. Nearly every gospel preacher I 
have known has said that good 
congregational singing adds much 
to the success of a gospel meeting. 
Good spiritual singing makes a 
preacher want to preach because it 
shows him that the congregation is 
interested in spiritual matters. The 
Hebrew writer wrote: "Therefore by 
Him let us continually offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 



lips, giving thanks to His name" (Heb. 
13:15). Therefore, come prepared to sing 
and sing with the spirit and understand- 
ing (I Cor. 14:15). Good singing helps 
make everyone in the audience more 
receptive to the preaching. 

Every member should strive to meet 
and greet all those attending the meet- 
ing, especially visitors from the city. A 
special effort should be made to get the 
names and addresses of all visitors from 
the local community. This information 
will be invaluable for follow up after the 
meeting. Remember that a first impres- 
sion is a lasting impression. This is a 
very friendly congregation and most visi- 
tors will recognize that immediately. 
You can make a special effort to ask the 
visitors to sit with you during the ser- 
vice. 

Every single member should make a 
personal effort to attend every assembly 
of the meeting. The men of this local 
congregation thought it was important 
for us to have a meeting and therefore 
each and every one of us should put 
forth every effort to be here. Remember, 
we can't edify and encourage one an- 
other if we are not here. Anything worth 
doing is worth doing our best. If we will 
give this meeting our very best effort in 
prayer, inviting our friends and 
neighbors, singing, and attendance then 
it will be a success! Paul wrote in Ro- 
mans 10:13-15: "For whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how shall 
they preach unless they are sent? As it is writ- 
ten: "How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things!" 

(From: www.thetfordcountry.com) 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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Elders... 

Edward O. Bragwell Sr. 
Russell ville, AL 



Perhaps there is no 
greater need today 
among churches than 
to qualify and appoint 
elders to oversee them 
and their work. No 
church can reach it full potential 
until it reaches the point of having 
qualified men appointed as over- 
seers (Titus 1:5). When appointed 
they should be respected for their 
work's sake (I Thess. 5:12-13). As 
Shepherds of the flock of God 
they have an awesome responsi- 
bility (Heb. 13:17). 

Having served as an elder in the 
past, I know first hand some of 
the hard decisions that have to be 
made and the unjust criticism that 
often comes with the territory. I 
also know the joy of overseeing a 
flock who, for the most part, are 
humbly serving the Lord. My 
hat's off to those elders who un- 
derstand their God-given role of 
watching for souls and use their 
position accordingly. 

However, elders are not gods nor 
lords. They are men. They make 
mistakes, some trivial, but others 
serious. They should not be auto- 
matically followed uncondition- 
ally. Sometimes, they should even 
be rightly rebuked for their sins (I 
Tim. 5:19-20). 

Local churches have been led into 
error by people BLINDLY follow- 
ing an eldership because people 
have the idea that to "obey them 
that have the rule over you " means 
that they must follow the elders - 
unconditionally, no matter what. 
With many congregations there is 
the unwritten rule that the elders' 
decisions are always to be fol- 
lowed and respected - no ques- 
tions asked. This conveniently 



takes the burden of studying and 
thinking for oneself and gives a 
convenient "out" if questioned 
about any thing that might be go- 
ing on within the congregation - 
"it was the elders' decision and I 
respect the elders." 

Also, often individuals and 
churches make it their practice to 
honor without question or investi- 
gation any action that the elders of 
another congregation may take 
against a member. Folks, wake up. 
Elders are fallible. Sometimes they 
can (wittingly or unwittingly) be 
harsh and unjust in some of their 
actions. It is, to say the least, irre- 
sponsible to automatically accept 
the judgment of any group of falli- 
ble men and act upon it without 
asking for the basis for their judg- 
ment. 

Any elders, worth the salt in then- 
bread, will welcome any questions 
you might have about any deci- 
sions they make and will be willing 
to sit down and discuss the reasons 
for their decisions. Only those that 
rule as "lords over God's heritage" (I 
Pet. 5:1-4) will tell you that they 
expect you to accept without ques- 
tion their decisions because they 
are "the elders." 

It is this "no questions asked" men- 
tality that caused many congrega- 
tions to adopt the unscriptural in- 



novations of the past. 

Editor's Note: 

Some of our dear readers may have 
seen this article last week on our Face- 
book page (www.facebook.com/ 
CaneyvillechurchOfChrist). I thought it 
good to print it in "The Old Paths" as 
well. Such an article deserves wide cov- 
erage!! 

I am thankful for the good elders that 
are overseeing this congregation. I pray 
this congregation may continue to have 
good elders as these men in the coming 
years as well. May we thank God for the 
peace we have here, and may we be ever- 
vigilant against Satan's devices (II Cor. 
2:11) and not allow him to get a toe-hold 
here!! 



Some Spiritual 
Thoughts... 

"The Christian welcomes any chal- 
lenge that sends him back to the 
Bible for a restudy of every practice 
to which he subscribes or doctrine 
he may teach." 

"Indifference and negligence can 
rob a man of power essential to 
victory whether secular or spiri- 
tual." 

- Selected 






Visit our Website: 
http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 




/ want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Meeting Times: 



Sunday Bible Study — 
Sunday Worship — 
Sunday Worship — 
Wednesday Bible Study 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



"The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 

(www.youtube.com/TheOWPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark" Radio program airs on WXMZ, 106.3 FM, Mon-Fri, 

1:00-1:30 pm. It is also broadcast on www.thez.voyagetech.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs 
£hmi£i (270) 589-4167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



